Message Guidance: Climate Action Now Act Passes House
 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]House leaders have passed H.R. 9, the Climate Action Now Act, the first bill in ten years that takes significant steps to address the impacts of climate change. With its passage, we are taking significant steps to ensure America honors its Paris Agreement commitments and laying the groundwork for further climate action.
· With scientists around the world ringing alarm bells that time is running out, there is bipartisan responsibility for finding solutions that prioritize and immediately address climate change.
· The Climate Action Now Act focuses on holding the U.S. and the Trump administration to our global commitments under the Paris Agreement and would recommit us to needed carbon pollution reductions called for under the compact. 
· The Climate Action Now Act would prevent any federal funds from being used to withdraw the U.S. from the Paris Climate Agreement and require the Trump administration to produce a concrete plan within 120 days to achieve U.S. commitments under Paris Agreement.
· The Climate Action Now Act is part of a broader strategy to heed the call from the vast majority of Americans demanding action to address climate change and to make climate action a centerpiece of federal energy and environmental policy.  
· At the time the White House announced its plan to withdraw, a majority of the American public —  71 percent — support the Paris Agreement and even a majority of those who live in states that voted for Donald Trump. 
· This broad public support was evident within 72 hours of President Trump’s announcement that he intended to unilaterally pull the U.S. out of the Paris Agreement when 1,219 US businesses (including over 30 Fortune 500s), mayors, governors, and university presidents came together almost immediately to declare their continued support for the Paris Agreement by signing the We Are Still In statement.
· Over 3,600 US leaders from outside the federal government have expressed their continuing support for the Paris Agreement by joining We Are Still In. This commitment- accounts for nearly half the US population and over half the US economy from all 50 states.
· Twenty-three states and US territories have joined the US Climate Alliance, an organization dedicated to implementing policies that advance the goals of the Paris Agreement, aiming to reduce carbon pollution by at least 26-28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025
· The majority of Americans want bold policy prescriptions to limit the most catastrophic impacts of climate change and transition to clean energy for all. Cities, counties, states, and businesses have been following through on America’s Pledge, which has already unleashed local, state and business climate change policy accelerating and incentivizing the transition to clean, secure and carbon-free energy.
· To meet the carbon pollution reduction goals set in the Paris Climate Agreement, more solutions are needed, including proposals that finance the transition to clean energy; that force polluters to pay for the pollution they create; that provide real, tangible returns to our families; and that improve technology that reduces carbon pollution at its sources, including but not limited to power plants and automobiles.
· With the scientific community warning that urgent action is needed, it is encouraging to see more Republican lawmakers acknowledge the climate crisis and begin to consider policies to address it.
· The Climate Action Now Act creates opportunities for additional action, including unifying legislation being developed by Congress that would transition our nation to a 100% clean energy economy. 
· The Climate Action Now Act outlines an achievable path to protect our future health, economy, and national security and to seize the global economic opportunities in the emerging clean energy economy.
 
Supporting House Leadership
· House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and House Leaders are delivering on their promise to take  bold climate action. The successful vote on the Climate Action Now Act confirms the new House leadership is taking seriously the threat of climate change.
· The Climate Action Now Act is another bold proposal from Democrats in Congress heeding the call of the American people to address climate change and accelerate the transition to clean energy.
· Living up to our commitments in the Paris Climate Agreement will enhance the U.S.’s leadership in climate policy and well position American clean energy businesses to lead the global transition to cleaner, safer sources of energy.
· (c)4 Call to Action: The Climate Action Now Act is the first blow to breaking through the wall of obstruction preventing climate action in Congress. It’s been ten years since the House of Representatives passed meaningful legislation to address the climate crisis. This bill demonstrates that the House is under new management and the Senate should follow suit. 
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