May 10, 2019

The Honorable James Inhofe The Honorable Adam Smith
Chairman Chairman

Senate Committee on Armed Services House Committee on Armed Services
228 Russell Senate Office Building 2216 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jack Reed The Honorable Mac Thornberry
Ranking Member Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Armed Services House Committee on Armed Services
228 Russell Senate Office Building 2216 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Inhofe, Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Reed, and Ranking Member
Thornberry:

We, the undersigned organizations, urge Congress to pass legislation to phase out the military’s
use of toxic firefighting foams. Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) used in military
firefighting foams have all too often contaminated our drinking water. PFAS pose a serious
threat to human health; research suggests links between PFAS exposure and a host of human
health ailments, including cancer, immune system deficiencies, high cholesterol, and low
fertility, as well as developmental issues in children and infants.

As these firefighting foams dissolve in the environment, PFAS chemicals enter ground and
surface water—persisting there indefinitely. At least 126 military sites in the U.S. have identified
drinking water or groundwater contamination from harmful levels of perfluorinated chemicals,
endangering human health.i Cleanup could cost as much as $2 billion, a cost that could easily
rise if pollution continues.ii

While it is clear that we must clean up existing contamination, the military exacerbates the
problem by continuing to use these toxic foams. Until the Department of Defense (DoD)
replaces these firefighting foams with safer alternatives, DoD unnecessarily endangers drinking
water for both service members and the civilians they protect.

We know that DoD can transition to safer alternatives. The U.S. military has issued a policy to
phase out fluorinated foams for training purposes, a first step which we commend." For
firefighting purposes beyond training, viable fluorine-free foams that meet high-level
extinguishment parameters are already on the market—and have been successfully adopted by
other militaries.” In any cases where existing alternatives are not viable for the U.S. military,
Congress should appropriate sufficient money so that DoD can quickly develop and deploy new
alternatives within three years to complete this task—a reasonable amount of time to harness
American ingenuity in a fight to save American lives.



Unfortunately, DoD does not appear to be moving with the necessary urgency to address the
root cause of PFAS water contamination from its bases. A timeline should be required to drive
DoD's efforts. We therefore ask Congress to pass legislation now that will ensure our military
swiftly and safely transitions away from all PFAS chemicals within three years, ensuring safe
drinking water for servicemen, their families, and surrounding communities.
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Sincerely,

Environment Ohio

Environment Oregon

Environment Rhode Island
Environment Texas

Environment Virginia
Environment Washington
Freshwater Future

GreenCAPE

GreenLatinos

Hip Hop Caucus

IAFF Local F88

Illinois Council of Trout Unlimited
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Your Turnout Gear and PFOA
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