Coastal Resiliency Hearing Toolkit

The House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife will be holding a hearing on several bills—many focused on promoting healthy, prosperous coastal communities and coastal resiliency--including:

· H.R. 335 (Rep. Mast), To require the Inter-Agency Task Force on Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia to develop a plan for reducing, mitigating, and controlling harmful algal blooms and hypoxia in South Florida, and for other purposes, “South Florida Clean Coastal Waters Act of 2019.”
· H.R. 729 (Rep. Kilmer), To amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to authorize grants to Indian Tribes to further achievement of Tribal coastal zone objectives, and for other purposes. “Tribal Coastal Resiliency Act.”
· H.R. 2185 (Rep. Holmes Norton), To amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to allow the District of Columbia to receive Federal funding under such Act, and for other purposes. “District of Columbia Flood Prevention Act of 2019.”
· H.R. 3115 (Rep. Pallone), To direct the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to make grants to State and local governments and nongovernmental organizations for purposes of carrying out climate-resilient living shoreline projects that protect coastal communities by supporting ecosystem functions and habitats with the use of natural materials and systems, and for other purposes. “Living Shorelines Act of 2019.”
· H.R. 3237  (Rep. Neguse), To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the implementation of the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program First Increment Extension for threatened and endangered species in the Central and Lower Platte River Basin, and for other purposes. “Platte River Recovery Implementation Program Extension Act.”
· H.R. 3510 (Rep. Harder), To amend the Water Resources Research Act of 1984 to reauthorize grants for and require applied water supply research regarding the water resources research and technology institutes established under that Act. “Water Resources Research Amendments Act”
· H.R. 3541 (Rep. Salud Carbajal), To amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to require the Secretary of Commerce to establish a coastal climate change adaptation preparedness and response program, and for other purposes. “Coastal State Climate Preparedness Act.”
· H.R. 3596 (Rep. Chellie Pingree), To amend the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 to establish a Working Waterfront Task Force and a working waterfronts grant program, and for other purposes. “Keep America’s Waterfronts Working Act.”
· H.R. 3723 (Rep. Levin), To promote desalination project development and drought resilience, and for other purposes. “Desalination Development Act.”
Hearing Details:

Thursday, July 25, 2019, 10:00 a.m.
House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife
1334 Longworth House Office Building
Live video of the hearing at: https://naturalresources.house.gov/ 




Members and Social Handles 

House Natural Resources Democrats: @NRDems
House Natural Resources Republicans: @NatResources
	Majority Members
	Minority Members

	Jared Huffman, Chair (CA-2) - @RepHuffman
Grace Napolitano (CA-32) - @gracenapolitano
Jim Costa (CA-16) - @RepJimCosta
Gregorio Sablan (Northern Mariana Islands) - @Kilili_Sablan
Jefferson Van Drew (NJ-2) - @CongressmanJVD
Nydia M. Velázquez (NY-7) - @NydiaValezquez
Anthony Brown (MD-4) - @RepAnthonyBrown
Ed Case (HI-1) - @RepEdCase
Alan Lowenthal (CA-47) - @RepLowenthal
TJ Cox (CA-21) - @RepTjCox
Joe Neguse (CO-2) - @RepJoeNeguse
Mike Levin (CA-49) - @RepMikeLevin
Joe Cunningham (SC-1) - @RepCunningham
Raúl M. Grijalva (AZ-3) - @RepRaulGrijalva
	Tom McClintock, Minority Chair (CA-4) - @RepMcClintock
Doug Lamborn (CO-5) - @RepDLamborn
Rob Wittman (VA-1) - @RobWittman
Garret Graves (LA-6) - @RepGarretGraves
Jody Hice (GA-10) - @CongressmanHice
Aumua Amata Coleman Radewagen (American Samoa) - @RepAmata
Daniel Webster (FL-11) - @RepWebster
Mike Johnson (LA-4) - @RepMikeJohnson
Jenniffer González-Colón (Puerto Rico) - @RepJenniffer
Russ Fulcher (ID-1) - @RepRussFulcher



Hashtags

#OurOcean
#ResilientCoasts

Evergreen Graphics

A suite of evergreen graphics supporting the ocean can be found here. Please use them anywhere it makes sense with these sample shares.

Background and Sample Social

The coastal economy is booming and expanding. 
· Approximately 40% of Americans live on the coast, and coastal populations have increased by 40% over the past 50 years.
· Annually, coastal counties produce more than $8.3 trillion in goods and services, employ 55.8 million people, and pay $3.4 trillion in wages.
· In 2018, almost 49 million adults participated in ocean and coastal recreation and spent over $141 billion in ocean recreation-related goods and services annually. That spending supported more than 3.1 million jobs, $409 billion in business income, and $135 billion in household incomes. 
· U.S. commercial and recreational fishing supports 1.7 million jobs, generates $212 billion in sales, and contributes $97 billion to the GDP. 
A strong coastal economy is dependent upon healthy, sustainable ocean ecosystems and resilient coasts. Coastal communities are already seeing the impacts of climate change in the form of severe weather events like hurricanes, rising sea levels, increased flooding and coastal erosion, and changing ocean conditions such as warming waters.

The bills being considered at the hearing, many of which are bipartisan, would provide a number of tools designed to improve the resilience of coastal communities in the face of climate, minimizing the impacts to safety, economies, livelihoods, infrastructure and recreational opportunities.

We need ocean climate action. 

As the Earth’s largest heat and carbon sink, the oceans are a critical tool in the fight against climate change. Ocean ecosystems absorb roughly one-third of global carbon dioxide emissions and more than 90 percent of the planet’s additional atmospheric heat. This buffering role has been helpful, but it is changing the oceans in ways we can no longer ignore. The oceans are warming and turning more acidic at alarming rates, threatening the physical safety, food security and livelihoods of people around the world. It is not too late to act, but time is of the essence.

Sample posts:
· The ocean is our most effective buffer against the devastating impacts of climate change. To protect #OurOcean & #ResilientCoasts, we need #OceanClimateAction
· According to the 2018 National Climate Assessment, the U.S. economy will decline by up to 10% by the end of this century if we fail to reduce carbon emissions -- that’s why we need to protect #OurOcean #OceanClimateAction
· We need to do more, not less, to help communities become more resilient in the face of climate change. Thanks @NRDems for today’s important discussion. #ResilientCoasts

Healthy, well-managed fisheries are more resilient to the impacts of climate change.

Strong fisheries management ensures both commercial and recreational fishing industries have the abundant, steady supply of fish needed to produce a healthy bottom line and support the countless businesses that depend on healthy fisheries, from fishing charters to bait and tackle shops to the countless markets and restaurants that sell seafood. At the heart of this success is the Magnuson-Stevens Act, which is driving recovery and bringing levels of overfishing in U.S. waters to an all-time low, striking a balance between protecting fisheries and promoting economic interests. To ensure we have enough fish to continue to enjoy all the economic benefits of healthy fisheries now and in the future, we must maintain a science-based conservation approach to fisheries management.  

Sample posts:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fishing charters, tackle shops, and markets and restaurants that sell seafood all need healthy U.S. fisheries for a healthy bottom line. A science-based conservation approach to management will improve coastal resiliency in the face of climate change. #KeepOceansFishy
· U.S. commercial & recreational fishing support 1.7 million jobs, generate $212 billion in sales, and contribute $97 billion to the GDP. This will only increase as more fisheries are rebuilt, and healthy fisheries are more resilient. #KeepOceansFishy #OurOcean
· Healthy, well-managed fisheries are more resilient to the impacts of climate change. Thanks @NRDems for today’s important discussion. #ResilientCoasts #OurOcean
