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February 7, 2020
Dear Representative:

On behalf of our members and supporters, we urge you to cosponsor Representative Haaland’s
“Thirty by Thirty Resolution to Save Nature,” H. Res. 835. This resolution calls on the federal
government to establish a national goal of conserving at least 30 percent of the land and 30
percent of the ocean of the United States by 2030. The resolution responds to scientific
recommendations to help address the current extinction, climate and biodiversity crises.

Nature, like climate, is at a tipping point. The documented loss of public lands, water and
wildlife is staggering.

e Afootball field’s worth of natural lands disappears to development in the United
States every thirty seconds !

e A million species are at risk of extinction worldwide.?

e 2.9 billion birds in the United States and Canada have been lost since 1970.3

e Half of all freshwater and saltwater wetlands in the contiguous 48 States has
been lost according to Fish and Wildlife Service.

e Three-fourths of the planet’s lands and two-thirds of its marine environments
have been “severely altered” by human activity.>

To confront the rapid loss of America’s natural places and wildlife, the U.S. needs to accelerate
land and ocean protection and restoration efforts at all levels of government and across the



country. Currently, only 12 percent of U.S. lands and 26 percent of U.S. oceans (almost
exclusively in the western Pacific and northwestern Hawaii) are protected.

Conserving and restoring our nation’s lands and waters must be part of the solution. According
to world-renowned scientist Edward O. Wilson and others, roughly half of all lands and waters
should be conserved in a natural condition if we want to prevent most wildlife species from
going extinct, and if we want future generations to have continued access to clean water, clean
air, and secure food supplies.

The Thirty by Thirty Resolution to Save Nature outlines policy recommendations designed to
achieve a goal of conserving and protecting 30% of land and ocean areas by 2030. The
resolution makes clear that the U.S. should be a leader in the global effort to conserve nature
by joining the global commitment to protect 30 percent of all its lands and ocean by 2030—a
commitment that is widely supported by Americans.

The goal must be achieved in an equitable and inclusive manner. Rather than a one-size-fits-all-
approach, the resolution encourages the federal government to work with local communities,
tribes, states and private landowners to conserve natural places and resources. Also, it calls for
improved access to nature for communities of color and economically disadvantaged
communities.

The situation is alarming. However, the good news is that there are solutions if we act now.
Therefore, we urge leaders to take bold action before we reach the climate, biodiversity and
extinction tipping points and request that you co-sponsor the Thirty by Thirty Resolution to

Save Nature,” H. Res. 835.
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