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Benefits of Weatherization and Home Energy Efficiency
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Energy efficiency has the power to transform lives, communities & the environment.
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Energy efficiency provides local economic opportunities.

Before the pandemic, clean energy jobs were on the rise and were some of the fastest growing jobs
in the United States. Investing $10B in low-income housing weatherization to improve home
health will support over 100,000 jobs.®
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Dream Corps closes prison doors and opens doors of opportunity. We bring people together across racial,
social, and partisan lines to create a future with freedom and dignity for all.
For more information on Dream Corps Green For All, please visit our website at www.dreamcorps.us or
contact our Government Affairs Manager, Harry Johnson, Il at harry@dreamcorps.us.
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Policy Recommendations

1.

Multiply investment to reach $10B in the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) in

the next federal economic recovery bill:

The American people are reeling from the pandemic and subsequent recession. At the same time,
finding refuge from the pandemic is elusive for people living in unsafe housing, struggling with
utility bills and mounting arrearages, or facing utility shut-offs.

e WAP estimates that approximately 38 million low-income households qualify for the program,
but funding restricts the program, reaching < 1% (0.6%) of these households annually.” At this
rate, it would take 420 years to weatherize all qualified homes (i.e., 38 million/90,000 per year).
e WAP is an efficient and well-established program that provides grants to states and tallies an
impressive 4.5 to 1 return on investment?®
e WAP provides a long-term solution to energy affordability by lowering bills. This helps households
become more resilient to future economic and extreme weather crises that arise.
Fund pre-weatherization assistance to improve access and home safety:
The Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) was just reauthorized at the end of 2021 with
bipartisan support. Reauthorization included many of the recommmendations identified by state and
local efficiency and housing advocates, including supporting innovative ways to do whole home
retrofits so that health and safety work can be done in tandem with weatherization. This
pre-weatherization work is critical to reach people who live in homes with health and safety
problems or are in poor condition. Increasing funding for WAP and these innovation grants will
help reach vulnerable households who were previously shut out of the program.

Improve coordination of programs that provide housing, efficiency and bill assistance:
e Sync Department of Energy (DOE), Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and other agencies’
program requirements in order to support whole-home energy efficiency and safety retrofits.

Improved coordination in identifying eligible households and distributing funds available for
home repairs, weatherization and utility bill relief will help meet multiple needs all at one time.

e Update WAP to promote coordination between WAP and utility energy efficiency programs.
Coordination of federal, ratepayer, and local funds lowers administrative and construction costs by
allowing contractors to perform home improvement work all at once to deliver all of the program
benefits to households, including lead, asbestos and mold remediation.

Provide funding to adequately support inclusive workforce development:

e As part of contracting and grant conditions under WAP, require inclusive hiring provisions.
Inclusive hiring provisions would require that a minimum percentage of the people hired as a
result of WAP grants be people who live locally with respect to the project, face employment
barriers, or are from underrepresented populations.

e Provide necessary workforce development funds with the influx of WAP funding to support
program ramp-up. These funds would go towards financially assisting contractors with training
and job placement to meet new workforce hiring goals.
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