July XX, 2021
The Honorable Tom Carper 
513 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Raúl Grijalva 
1511 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairmen:
As you work to craft the Environment and Public Works and Natural Resources titles of the American Jobs Plan, we urge you to ensure that the package includes funding to conserve species listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  
A key pillar of the American Jobs Plan is to protect and restore nature-based infrastructure, something that cannot be accomplished without addressing the biodiversity crisis. Numerous scientific studies in the last several years have raised the alarm about this crisis. A landmark 2019 study[footnoteRef:2] compiled by hundreds of the world’s leading scientists found that about 1 million species are facing extinction. A subsequent report[footnoteRef:3] by the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity warned that humanity is at a crossroads and the biodiversity crisis is intensifying.  [2:  Diaz, S., J. Settele, E. S. Brondizio, et al. 2019. “Summary for Policymakers of the Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.”]  [3:  Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 2020. "Global Biodiversity Outlook 5.” Montreal.] 

The resilience and health of wildlife and ecosystems are directly related to human health and well-being.  As one example, half a trillion dollars of crops per year are at risk from pollinator loss. Ecosystem services, from fisheries to water filtration and beyond, are all at grave risk because of the damage to natural systems. Moreover, the World Economic Forum found that the biodiversity crisis is one of the top three threats to the global economy in its 2020 report.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  World Economic Forum Global Risks Report 2020] 

The biodiversity crisis cannot be addressed without funding, especially funds for endangered and threatened species, those most at risk of extinction.  More than 1,900 scientists signed a letter[footnoteRef:5] published in the journal Science which asked Congress to fully fund conservation programs to protect biodiversity including the ESA, our nation’s most effective tool in preventing extinction. But years of severely inadequate funding and the scale of the catastrophe facing the planet’s wildlife mean significantly more funding is needed in every area. Hundreds of listed species receive less than $1,000 per year for recovery and many receive no federal funding at all. Studies have found that over $1.5 billion per year is needed to recover the more than 1,600 U.S. species listed under the ESA. [footnoteRef:6]  Furthermore, Section 7 of the ESA requires each federal agency and department to use their authorities to recover listed species, which can mean carrying out, authorizing, or funding projects – from habitat restoration for large roads to managing small culverts in national forests – in ways that advance recovery and resilience of listed species, another need for funding that has never been adequately addressed. [5:  Malcom, J et al. 2019. “Solve the biodiversity crisis with funding.” Science 365 (6459): 1256]  [6:  https://defenders-cci.org/publication/esa-recovery-costs/ ] 

The American Jobs Plan will not be successful in its goal of protecting and restoring nature-based infrastructure unless it provides funding to address the most vulnerable species – those at risk of extinction.  Again, we urge the inclusion of funding to conserve species listed under the ESA as the legislation advances through the House and Senate. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

