
[Date] 
 
Adminis tra tor Michael S. Regan 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Penns ylvania  Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Dear Adminis tra tor Regan, 
 
On behalf of our millions  of members  and supporters , our organizations  write to urge the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to quickly s et s tronger National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards  for fine particula te matter (PM2.5) pollution of no higher than 8 micrograms  per cubic 
meter (μg/ m 3) for the annual s tandard and no higher than 25 μg/ m3 for the 24-hour s tandard. 
Setting tighter limits  on harmful PM2.5 pollution– in line with the levels  recommended by the 
Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) earlier this  year– will protect millions  of 
Americans , including vulnerable populations  like children, the elderly, and people with as thma 
and other respira tory and heart conditions . 
 
Our organizations  were pleased that EPA decided to recons ider the PM2.5 s tandard after the 
previous  Adminis tra tion chose to leave the outdated s tandard in place. A s trong body of 
s cientific and health evidence indicates  that the current, outdated s tandard is  not adequately 
protective of public health. Nearly 48,000 premature deaths  are caused each year by PM2.5, and 
particle pollution expos ure causes  increased infant morta lity, cardiovas cular dis eas e, as thma, 
diabetes , and other cognitive impairments . Additionally, new s tudies  have shown that even low 
levels  of a ir pollution exposure, including to particula te matter, lead to increased ris ks  of Covid-
19 infection1. The 2022 American Lung As socia tion’s  “State of the Air” Report found that under 
the exis ting s tandards  over 63 million Americans  experience unhealthy s pikes  in daily particle 
pollution, and more than 20 million Americans  experience dangerous  levels  of particle pollution 
on a  year-round bas is 2. Further illus tra ting how widespread the PM2.5 pollution problem is , 
based on the mos t recent officia l EPA data , more than 132 million people res ide in an area  with 
pollution levels  that viola te the s tandard levels  we recommend. The s cience demons tra tes  that 
their health and wellbeing is  suffering from the unsafe a ir in their communities . 
 
EPA’s  mis s ion is  to protect public health and the environment, and s trengthening these 
s tandards  based on CASAC’s  recommendation and the abundance of sound s cientific and 
medical evidence will s ave lives  and protect millions  of Americans  suffering from chronic health 
is sues  due to pollution exposure. As  is  often the case, these health burdens  are 
disproportionately borne by communities  of color near heavily polluting facilities  and high-traffic 
roadways . Stronger s tandards  are neces sary for righting long-s tanding environmental and 

 
1 https :/ / jamanetwork.com/ journals / jamanetworkopen/ fullarticle/ 2791305?res ultClick=1 
2 https :/ / www.lung.org/ research/ s ota  



health injustices f aced by fenceline communities , and this  recons ideration proces s  gives  EPA 
an opportunity to directly addres s  s ome of thes e inequities . 
 
Millions  of Americans  are depending on EPA to protect their right to clean a ir, and we urge you 
to move quickly to finalize s tronger, more protective s tandards , for both annual and short-term 
particle pollution. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 


