The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers

Chair

Committee on Energy and Commerce
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Bill Johnson

Chair

Subcommittee on Environment,
Manufacturing, and Critical Materials
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jeff Duncan

Chair

Subcommittee on Energy, Climate,
and Grid Security

2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

February 27, 2023

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
Ranking Member

Committee on Energy and Commerce
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Paul Tonko

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Environment,
Manufacturing, and Critical Materials
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Diana DeGette
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Energy, Climate,
and Grid Security

2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairs Rodgers, Johnson, and Duncan, and Ranking Members Pallone, Tonko,
and DeGette:

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters, the 90 undersigned organizations write to
oppose the following pieces of legislation that will be considered in the upcoming Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Energy and Environment markups on Tuesday, February 28th. This
proposed legislation would exacerbate the climate crisis, perpetuate environmental injustices,
and undermine US economic and national security by prolonging reliance on risky and volatile
energy sources.

These bills would encourage new fossil fuel production and infrastructure, despite the scientific
consensus that there is no room for investment in new fossil fuel production if we are to reach
net zero by 2050, keeping the world on a 1.5°C compatible pathway. The bills would also
undermine bedrock environmental laws, including the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) by short-circuiting permitting processes and limiting public input. NEPA is a critical
environmental law and an important tool for frontline and environmental justice communities to
influence federal infrastructure projects that will impact them the most.

In addition, by promoting the expansion of fossil fuel production and exports, these bills would
delay the transition to a clean, secure, and affordable energy grid that would bring true energy
independence and security. The fossil fuel industry is already raking in record profits at the
expense of consumers and future generations, yet their supporters in Congress are putting



forward these bills to lock us into increased extraction, high and volatile energy prices, and
environmental degradation in exchange for even higher profits for oil and gas companies.

We urge opposition to the following bills:

e H.R. 1121, the Protecting American Energy Production Act: OPPOSE
o Prohibits the President from issuing a moratorium on fracking unless authorized
by Congress. Fracking releases massive amounts of methane, a potent greenhouse
gas that has more than 80 times the power of carbon dioxide over a 20-year
period, driving approximately one quarter of the warming our planet has
experienced to date. Fracking also harms local communities and ecosystems by
releasing air pollutants and contaminating water sources.

e H.R. 1141, the Natural Gas Tax Repeal Act: OPPOSE
o Repeals the Methane Emissions Reduction Program created by the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA). This critical program supports efforts to reduce methane
emissions from the oil and gas sector, improve methane monitoring, fund
environmental restoration, and help communities reduce the health impacts of
pollution.

e H.R. 1058, the Promoting Cross-border Energy Infrastructure Act: OPPOSE
o Requires FERC to approve gas pipelines to Canada or Mexico within 30 days,

significantly limits requirement for certificates of crossing for modifications to
existing pipelines, and limits environmental review and public input. Decreasing
scrutiny for cross-border pipelines would lead to increased emissions and deny
affected communities sufficient input opportunities.

e H.Con.Res. 14, Expressing disapproval of the revocation by President Biden of the
Presidential permit for the Keystone XL pipeline: OPPOSE

o Resolution of disapproval of President Biden revoking the Presidential Permit for
Keystone XL pipeline. If built, Keystone XL would have carried 830,000 gallons
per day of the dirtiest oil on the planet, threatening our climate, farmland, critical
water resources, and wildlife habitat along the pipeline’s path.

¢ H.R. 1115, the Promoting Interagency Coordination for Review of Natural Gas
Pipelines Act: OPPOSE
o This bill would undercut public transparency and input from communities by
limiting the time for environmental reviews. The bill alters the approval process

for gas pipelines by requiring all other federal and state agencies to defer to
FERC.

e H.R. 1130, the Unlocking our Domestic LNG Potential Act of 2023: OPPOSE
o This bill would strip away the federal government’s responsibility to examine the
full impacts of LNG expansion on US energy markets, the environment, and local
communities. It would make it easier to approve LNG exports by removing the
first 3 sections of the Natural Gas Act, which require a public interest


https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HR1121ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF18/20230228/115387/BILLS-118HR1141ih-NaturalGasTaxRepeal.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HR1058ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HConRes14ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HConRes14ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HR1115ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HR1115ih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF03/20230228/115388/BILLS-118HR1130ih.pdf

determination for LNG exports to non-FTA countries. LNG exports negatively
impact Americans by exacerbating climate change, raising domestic energy
prices, and perpetuating environmental injustices, and these factors need to be
taken into account when deciding whether to approve additional LNG export

terminals.

e H.Con.Res. 17, Expressing the sense of Congress that the Federal Government

should not impose any restrictions on the export of crude oil or other petroleum

products: OPPOSE

o This resolution expresses the sense of Congress that the Federal Government
should not restrict the export of crude oil or other petroleum products. Increased
oil drilling and exports have enormous climate repercussions and pollute
communities and ecosystems. The Federal Government must ensure that these
exports do not compromise US climate and environmental justice goals or
undermine our global climate leadership.

Sincerely,

198 methods

350 New Orleans
A Community Voice
Accelerate Neighborhood Climate Action

Beyond Extreme Energy

Businesses for a Livable Climate
Call to Action Colorado

Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe of Texas
CatholicNetwork US

Catskill Mountainkeeper

Center for Biological Diversity

Center for Oil and Gas Organizing

Chispa Texas

Citizen's Alliance for a Sustainable Englewood
Clean Air & Water Better Brazoria/Freeport Tx
Clean Water Action

Climate Action Campaign

Islamic Society of North America (ISNA)

Larimer Alliance for Health, Safety and
Environment

League of Conservation Voters
Littleton Business Alliance
Louisiana Bucket Brigade

Louisiana Environmental Action Network
(LEAN)

Louisiana League of Conscious Voters

Mayfair Park Neighborhood Association Board
Mental Health & Inclusion Ministries

Moms Clean Air Force

Montbello Neighborhood Improvement
Association

Natural Resources Defense Council
New Energy Economy

NextGen America

North Range Concerned Citizens
Ocean Defense Initiative

Oil and Gas Action Network
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Climate Reality Project New Orleans
Climate Hawks Vote

CO Businesses for a Livable Climate
Coalition Against Death Alley
Community for Sustainable Energy
Concerned Citizens of St. John the Baptist Parish
Dayenu: A Jewish Call to Climate Action
Earthjustice

Earthworks

Earth Ethics, Inc.

Endangered Species Coalition
Environment America

Fenceline Watch

Food and Water Watch

For a Better Bayou

Friends of the Earth

Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance
Greater New Orleans Interfaith Climate Coalition
GreenFaith

Green America

Greenpeace USA

Healthy Gulf

Hip Hop Caucus

Hispanic federation

Honor the Earth

I-70 Citizens Advisory Group

Inclusive Louisiana

Indivisible Ambassadors

Oil Change International

Oxfam America

Public Citizen

RapidShift Network

RESTORE

Save EPA (former employees)

Save RGV

Sierra Club

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
Southwest Organization for Sustainability
Spirit of the Sun, Inc.

Sunflower Alliance

System Change Not Climate Change
Texas Campaign for the Environment
The Climate Center

The Green House Connection Center
The Vessel Project of Louisiana

The Wilderness Society

Turtle Island Restoration Network
Unite North Metro Denver

U.S. PIRG

Voices for Progress

Wall of Women

WE ACT for Environmental Justice
Western Slope Businesses for a Livable Climate
Womxn from the Mountain

Working for Racial Equity

Zero Hour



