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March 16, 2018

To Whom it May Concern:

We, members of the civil rights, faith, environmental, conservation and indigenous
organizations and communities, write this letter in support of Chicano Park, and the
community of Barrio Logan, San Diego, CA in their fight for respect, safety, and the right to
celebrate, preserve, and conserve their history and culture.

Chicano Park is a place of historic and cultural significance to the community of Barrio Logan,
the city of San Diego, the state of California, and the nation. It is recognized as a San Diego
Cultural Resource, a California Historic Resource, and a National Historic Landmark.

On February 3, 2018, the sanctity of Chicano Park and its supporting community were
disrespected by supports of the Alt-Right during the “Patriot Picnic 2" gathering. The event
was intended to be a demonstration against Chicano Park and the diverse cultural history
that it represents and celebrates.

The actions of the Alt-Right white nationalist supporters, including the open carrying of
weapons, inappropriate genital nudity in the presence of children, and desecration of the
historic murals with urine, is inexcusable and endangers the integrity of the national landmark
and the safety of its community members.

Chicano Park was designated a National Historic Landmark because its history maintains and
embodies “high artistic value” and represents a distinct time period in Art History when
Chicano Art ascended onto the American art scene at the height of the Chicano Civil Rights
era. lts history and artistic value depict an important diverse part of America'’s rich, complex
history. Chicano Park, its murals, and story, deserve to be treated with the utmost respect as
the national treasure it is.
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This type of behavior by white nationalists is neither acceptable nor normal and we will
continue to stand in solidarity against such hatred and in defense of the rights and safety of
communities across the country from Barrio Logan, CA to Charlottesville, VA. We will not
tolerate any form of hatred or discrimination and will align ourselves with communities of
color and creeds that are the target of ongoing bigotry.

We call on our political leaders, the City of San Diego, and the San Diego Police Department
to condemn these acts not just today, but every time they happen. We cannot stand idly by
while the integrity of a national treasure is diminished and reduced in the name of white
nationalist and alt-right advancements.

GreenLatinos along with civil rights, faith, environmental, conservation and indigenous allies
stands in support of the Chicano Park Steering Committee as stewards of the Park and the
Chicano Park Museum and Cultural Center in their continued 48+ years at protecting green
space and promoting peace and understanding through educational experiences. We
recommend the City embrace its volunteer citizenry to promote diversity and educate the
populous on the valuable history found in Chicano Park.

Sincerely,

Alliance San Diego

Americas for Conservation + the Arts
Another Gulf Is Possible

Azul

Center for Biological Diversity

Central American Resource Center - DC
CHISPA

Climate Hawks Vote

Coalicion de Derechos Humanos
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Defend Our Future

Earth Ethics, Inc.

Earthjustice

ECODiversity Magazine

Florida Student Power Network

Food & Water Action

GreenlLatinos

Friends of the Earth

Hip Hop Caucus

Hispanic Federation

Inside/Out Environmental Consultants

Latino Coalition for a Healthy California

League of Conservation Voters

Licita Fernandez Fine Art

MALDEF

MANA de North County San Diego

MANA, A National Latina Organization

Mi Familia Vota

Multinational Exchange for Sustainable Agriculture MESA program
National Association of Hispanic Federal Executives
National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures
National Audubon Society

National Family Farm Coalition

National Hispanic Medical Association

National Latino Farmers & Ranchers Trade Association
National Latino/a Psychological Association
National Parks Conservation Association

New Mexico Environmental Law Center

OVEC-Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition

Perez Pacheco Consulting Inc.
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Power Shift Network

Promise Arizona

Rachel's Network

Rainforest Action Network

Rural Coalition/Coalicion Rural
Sachamama

Save Nevada's Water: Ban Fracking In Nevada
Sierra Club

The Farmworker Association of Florida, Inc.
The Praxis Project

The Trail Posse

The Wilderness Society

UnidosUS Action Fund

Verde

Voto Latino

Voces Verdes

WE ACT

William C. Velasquez Institute
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