
CAC REPORT: EPA Dirty Power Scam Hearing in Chicago, Illinois 
October 1, 2018  
  
Local elected officials, health advocates, and concerned community members from Illinois, Ohio, and 
Missouri traveled to Chicago on Monday, October 1 for an Environmental Protection Agency hearing 
where they voiced their opposition to President Trump and EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler’s 
Dirty Power Scam, their scheme to gut the lifesaving Clean Power Plan. 
  
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments (ANHE), Chicago Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC), Green The Church, GreenLatinos, Illinois Environmental 
Council (IEC), Interfaith Power & Light (IPL), League of Conservation Voters’s Chispa, Moms Clean Air 
Force (MCAF), National Wildlife Federation (NWF), National Medical Association (NMA), Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC), Sierra Club, Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS), and others turned 
out members or sent representatives to testify against the replacement rule. 
 
Testimony Counts 
Support Existing Clean Power Plan: 197 (96%) 
Oppose Existing Clean Power Plan: 8 (4%) 
  
Between the two hearing rooms, there were about 
75 to 100 people listening to the arguments. About 
two dozen were part of a People’s Action disruption 
in the hearing room early in the day. It lasted about 
10 minutes before EPA peacefully escorted them out. 
 
In his testimony, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee rebutted that the plan is “affordable” stating, “There is 
nothing affordable about extreme hurricanes and intense wildfires.” Among other notable testifiers 
supporting the Clean Power Plan were a representative from the office of Sen. Tammy Duckworth (who 
also released a statement in advance of the hearing), American Lung Association President and CEO 
Harold Wimmer, IL Attorney General Lisa Madigan, engineer and AFGE Local 704 President Michael 
Mikulka, and Rep. Mike Quigley (D-IL). 
 
Republican state Sen. Dale Fowler testified in support of the replacement plan, citing job creation for 
miners in his district. Representatives from Murray Energy, Aremen, and the Heartland Institute also 
testified, but there was no organized visibility by the industry. 
 
Sierra Club local chapters, community partners, and 
allies held a rally at noon, where an estimated 60 
people gathered in in Federal Plaza outside the 
hearing to make their voices heard by demanding 
action on climate justice, transformative clean energy 
development, and protection for community health 
and environment.  
 
IL Attorney General Lisa Madigan; Dulce Ortiz, 
environmental justice advocate from Clean Power 
Lake County; AFGE Local 704 President Michael 
Mikulka, Girl Scout Troop #6195, and Illinois State 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-met-clean-energy-rule-epa-hearing-20180930-story.html
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-testifies-against-plan-roll-back-clean-power-plan
https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/-duckworth-to-trumps-epa-clean-power-plan-essential-for-job-creation-and-public-health-in-illinois
https://twitter.com/LungAssociation/status/1046774032329314304
https://twitter.com/LungAssociation/status/1046774032329314304
https://twitter.com/ELPCenter/status/1046798785626742789
https://twitter.com/SavetheUSEPA/status/1046797136107638784
https://twitter.com/SavetheUSEPA/status/1046797136107638784
https://twitter.com/704afge/status/1046802952151867392
https://twitter.com/ilenviro/status/1046810002705588226
https://twitter.com/ChispaLcv/status/1046846663732731904/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2F9319067b-1299-45ec-8494-7582fccfba84


Rep. Juliana Stratton spoke at the rally, which was emceed 
by Rev. Tony Pierce of Illinois People’s Action. Rep. Mike 
Quigley (IL-5) also attended, spoke with press, and posted on 
social media using our hashtags. 
 
Reporters from ABC Chicago, WGN, Chicago Tribune, 
Bloomberg, E&E News, Reuters, Telemundo, RCN Chicago, 
and several freelancers and photographers attended, 
interviewing speakers and high-level testifiers after the rally 
wrapped. 
 
More than 1.6K people watched a Facebook Live video of 
Girl Scout Troop #6195 preparing for the rally. You can  
watch video of the full rally on Sierra Club Illinois’s Facebook 
page.  
  
Online Amplifications: More than 2,400 tweets mentioned 
the #DirtyPowerScam or #EPAinIL hashtags throughout the 
day of the hearing, and The Climate Reality Project hosted a 
Tweetstorm with the #DirtyPowerScam hashtag at 12 PM ET 
to amplify the proceedings. They provided graphics and 
sample tweets on health, clean energy, and jobs messages.  
 
Sen. Duckworth, Gov. Jay Inslee, State Rep. Stratton, State 
Rep. Quigley, Illinois Sierra Club, SEIU Local 1, LCV’s Chispa, 
Moms Clean Air Force, PennEnvironment, Chispa AZ, and 
other partner groups and allies have amplified the hearing 
and opposition to the Dirty Power Scam on Twitter. Check 
out Sierra Club’s compilation of top posts for more. 
 
Sierra Club sponsored a Snapchat filter that could be used by people in or around the hearing area. 
 
Select Press Coverage 
9/28, EPA to Host Chicago Hearing on Repeal of Obama-Era Clean Power Plan, WTTW (Chicago public 
radio)  
10/1, Activists, politicians call on EPA to drop Trump plan to relax emission standards for coal-fired 
power plants, Chicago Tribune 
10/1, Tensions High At Public Hearing For Climate Rule, E&E News 
10/1, Backers, Critics Of EPA's ACE Plan Spar Over Role Of Low-GHG Market Shift, Inside EPA 
10/1, Protesters Interrupt Sole EPA Hearing On Weaker Power Plant Rules, WGN 
 
CAC Resources 
Hearing Digital Guidance 
Sample Testimony (ENGLISH) 
Sample Testimony (SPANISH) 
Email and Comment Templates 
Dirty Power Scam Toolkit 
Social Guidance 
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https://twitter.com/RepMikeQuigley/status/1046873873847865346
https://www.facebook.com/SierraClub/videos/232146424324301/
https://www.facebook.com/SierraClubIllinois/videos/725012917839193/
https://theclimaterealityproject.app.box.com/v/DirtyPowerScam
https://twitter.com/SenDuckworth/status/1046812562074083329
https://twitter.com/JayInslee/status/1046790323672879104
https://twitter.com/RepStratton5/status/1046823585556381696
https://twitter.com/RepMikeQuigley/status/1046873246182854660?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2F9319067b-1299-45ec-8494-7582fccfba84
https://twitter.com/RepMikeQuigley/status/1046873246182854660?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2F9319067b-1299-45ec-8494-7582fccfba84
https://twitter.com/SierraClubIL/status/1046803275369132032
https://twitter.com/SEIULocal1/status/1046819389318844417
https://twitter.com/ChispaLcv/status/1046812206418071553
https://twitter.com/CleanAirMoms/status/1046815659122987009
https://twitter.com/PennEnvironment/status/1046845206379868165?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2F9319067b-1299-45ec-8494-7582fccfba84
https://twitter.com/Chispa_NV/status/1046874948210384896
https://wakelet.com/wake/9319067b-1299-45ec-8494-7582fccfba84
https://news.wttw.com/2018/09/28/epa-host-chicago-hearing-repeal-obama-era-clean-power-plan
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-met-clean-energy-rule-epa-hearing-20180930-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-met-clean-energy-rule-epa-hearing-20180930-story.html
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2018/10/01/stories/1060100207
https://insideepaclimate.com/daily-news/backers-critics-epas-ace-plan-spar-over-role-low-ghg-market-shift
https://wgntv.com/2018/10/01/protesters-interrupt-epa-sole-hearing-on-weaker-power-plant-rules/
http://materials.actonclimate.com/asset/4044/
http://materials.actonclimate.com/a/20693aff-3005-498a-b2b9-0087c3c5fad6/
http://materials.actonclimate.com/a/ba947b0b-76ab-4e5d-9f36-f1a18b861a38/
http://materials.actonclimate.com/asset/4037/
http://materials.actonclimate.com/asset/4002/
http://materials.actonclimate.com/a/50db73b8-cc2e-478a-a4a3-31c1cb290925/
https://twitter.com/SenDuckworth/status/1046812562074083329?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2F9319067b-1299-45ec-8494-7582fccfba84
https://twitter.com/ClimateReality/status/1046779282641567744

